University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-1-1990

U.S. Criticizes U.N. Leader for Lack of Report on
Alleged Cuban Rights Abuses
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "U.S. Criticizes U.N. Leader for Lack of Report on Alleged Cuban Rights Abuses." (1990).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/4263

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 71320
ISSN: 1060-4189

U.S. Criticizes U.N. Leader for Lack of Report on Alleged
Cuban Rights Abuses
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Cuba
Published: 1990-02-01
In a statement on Jan. 30, State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said that Washington
was disappointed by UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar's failure to present a report on
Cuba's human rights situation to the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Commission. She added,
"The secretary general however has decided to communicate his concerns in another form." In New
York, UN spokesperson Francois Giuliani said there had been a misunderstanding between UN and
US officials. He said the problem arose because US officials had requested the Cuba report directly
from the secretary general instead of from the UN Human Rights Commission.
In a letter to the US mission at the UN last week, Perez de Cuellar said he could send a report only
if the Commission formally and specifically called for it. The Secretary General wrote Jan. 29 to
the president of the Commission saying that he had discussed the accusations against Cuba with
members of the Cuban government, as the commission asked him to do last year. The letter said the
Secretary General remained "at the Commission's disposition" if its members wanted him to report
in more detail on the talks. According to the New York Times, the dispute arises out the Reagan
administration's attempts since 1988 to encourage and pressure the Commission into criticizing the
Cuban government for rights abuses.
In 1989, a team of Commission members reported evidence of abuses after visiting Cuba and said
some of the Cubans who spoke to them suffered reprisals, despite assurances to the contrary by the
Cuban government. The Commission asked the Secretary General to discuss the accusations with
Cuba but said only that "these contacts and their results will be taken up by the Secretary General
in an appropriate manner." The Bush administration wishes to continue the former administration's
campaign against Cuba.
At this year's commission meeting, which opened Jan. 28, US representatives said the language
authorizes the Secretary General to report back to the meeting with a list of the charges that he
discussed with Cuban officials and the replies that they gave. Cuba's mission at the UN asserts that
the commission does not even have the right to discuss its affairs this year. Unidentified aides to the
Secretary General quoted by the Times said the Commission put him in an impossible position at
the 1989 session because it could not decide clearly to continue investigating Cuba.
Consequently, Perez de Cuellar was given deliberately ambiguous instructions. The aides point
out that the mandate approved by the Commission, telling the Secretary General to behave "in an
appropriate manner," appears to rule out the submission of a full report because two US-sponsored
resolutions calling for such a report were defeated before that text was adopted. (Basic data from
AFP, 01/30/90; New York Times, 01/31/90)
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